
 
Dear Member of Parliament David Tilson, 

 
I am writing to you concerning the changes to the Citizenship Act currently tabled as Bill C-24. To get 
straight to the point, I want you to argue to have the clause “since becoming a permanent resident”  
removed from paragraph 5(1)(c).  This clause effectively removes the recognition of any time spent in 
Canada before the status of permanent residency is conferred upon a new Canadian. All other changes 
outlined in the bill are entirely rational but this particular change beggars belief. 

 
The following is a quote from Justice Francis Muldoon in the case of Re Pourghasemi (1993), 62 F.T.R. 
122, 19 Imm. L.R. (2d) 259 whereby an applicant was denied Citizenship because they only had 357 of 
the required 1,095 days of physical presence.  It refers to the time required to become “Canadianized”  
and if this can be used to explain why a person should not become a citizen of Canada, it serves to prove 
our point: That someone who has been living here legally should be considered eligible for citizenship 
after 1,095 days of physical presence regardless of when their Permanent Resident status was granted. 

 
“It is clear that the purpose of paragraph 5(1)(c) is to ensure that everyone who is granted precious 
Canadian citizenship has become, or at least has been compulsorily presented with the everyday 
opportunity to become “Canadianized.” This happens by “rubbing elbows” with Canadians in shopping 
malls, corner stores, libraries, concert halls, auto repair shops, pubs, cabarets, elevators, churches, 
synagogues, mosques and temples – in a word wherever one can meet and converse with Canadians – 
during the prescribed three years. One can observe Canadian society for all its virtues, decadence, 
values, dangers and freedoms, just as it is. That is little enough time in which to become Canadianized. If 
a citizenship candidate misses that qualifying experience, then Canadian citizenship can be conferred, in 
effect, on a person who is still a foreigner in experience, social adaptation, and often in thought and 
outlook... So those who would throw in their lot with Canadians by becoming citizens must first throw in 
their lot with Canadians by residing among Canadians, in Canada, during three of the preceding four 
years, in order to Canadianize themselves. It is not something one can do while abroad, for Canadian life 
and society exist only in Canada and nowhere else.” 

 
Clearly this change to the Citizenship Act to no longer recognise time spent in Canada before the status 
of Permanent Resident is conferred does not reflect the process of one becoming “Canadianized”. 
Furthermore, it serves to exacerbate the current situation in the Permanent Residency process whereby 
people living in Canada while their application is being processed do not have a uniform timeline to 
receiving this status. 

 
For example; someone arrives in Canada, marries a Citizen and through sponsorship achieves the status 
of Permanent Resident in 6 months, then under the modified Act, 4 years later they are eligible to apply 
for Citizenship.  Their waiting time in Canada is 4.5 years. 

 
Another individual arrives in Canada on a temporary work permit, works/studies for X years before 
submitting a PR application.  PR processing time in my case was 3 years, 4 years later I'm eligible to 
apply for Citizenship.  Waiting time to be eligible under the modified Act = X + 7 years. 



 
This situation is all too common; amongst students who reside in Canada for several years before being 
permitted to settle here, and throughout the various different routes to Permanent Residency such as 
the Quebec Skilled Worker.  The situation in Quebec, whereby Immigration Quebec have to pre-approve 
all new Canadians, creates a longer processing time and under the new changes to the Citizenship Act 
discriminates against new Quebecers by giving them a significantly longer path to Citizenship. In my 
own case I had to wait 14 months for a Certificate of Selection for Quebec, followed by a futher 16 
months for Federal processing. 
If we compare Canada to other Commonwealth countries such as the United Kingdom and Australia we 
see that the situation of only recognising time after a status has been granted simply does not exist and 
is unique to Canada.  What purpose does it serve? 

 
I wish to keep this communication concise, but I am sure you can imagine various other scenarios where 
potential new Canadians have to spend over a decade in Canada before becoming eligible for Citizenship 
under the proposed changes.  I therefore ask you to please argue to have the clause of only considering 
time after Permanent Residency is conferred removed and as a senator, block this bill until it fully 
recognises all time legally spent in Canada by New Canadians before the status of Permanent Resident 
has been granted. 

 
I have set up the website  http://citizenshipact.ca in order to publicise this issue to the public, you can 
follow any updates to my campaign there. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Christopher Thomson 
 

http://citizenshipact.ca/

